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december 2012

– Frank Howlett
Now that we are in full swing at Ridge
High School, I want to take the opportunity
to inform you of the many services that are
provided to our students. It is my hope that
any student in need will take full advantage
of these services.
Academic Assistance
Academically, the Tutorial Center
provides an opportunity for students to
receive assistance from Ridge High School
teachers in most subjects throughout the
school day. Computers and printers are
available to students in the Tutorial Center
and students may also make up missed
assessments in the Center during their
study hall or lunch. The Tutorial Center is
located in the back of the cafeteria, which

Ridge High School
Teacher Tutorial Schedule 2012-13, First Semester

some veteran parents may know as the
old teacher cafeteria. This location makes
it easy for students to access assistance
during lunch without the need for a pass.
A student simply needs to sign in upon
entering for record keeping and reporting
purposes.
For students who have study hall in
the cafeteria, during periods 1 – 3 and
9, the Tutorial Center is also available.
Students having a study hall outside the
cafeteria, including all freshman and upperclassmen who have study hall during
a lunch period, can simply ask their study
hall teacher to place a call to the tutorial
center to determine if there is a teacher
present to assist, and the student is given
a pass to the center.
. . . continued on page 2

Center is Located in the Back of the Cafeteria
Math

World
Languages

Language
Arts

Business
Education

Arts in
Classroom

Social
Studies

Special
Education

Science

Period 1
7:35-8:18

Kilpatrick

Kupiec (Sp/Ital)
Prettyman (Sp)

Baldoni
Greenberg

Calvaruso
S. Kohut

Demscak
Jeffrey

Maresca
Wolf

Hauser, Mollica
Beyer

J. Florance (MTWR)
Lee (MWR), Gilmore (T)

Period 2
8:22-9:07

Galesi
L. Kohut
Leu

LaPara (Ital)

Minicozzi
Papanikolaw
Goff

Morozko, Ortega
Richards
Zugale

Fisher
Friedberg

Forsell
Higgins
Lombardo

Eck (MTRF), Bard (MT), Bien (TWR),
Stranz (M), Rodgers (M), Schnell (MF),
Willis (TWR), Mitchell (TWR)

Period 3
9:11-9:53

Griffiths
McNanna

vonDoehren (Fr)

Quimby
Greer

Piper

Prusina
Retzko

Kane
Seiffert

Marcus
Lyons
Scaturro

Musumeci (MWRF)

Period 4
9:57-10:39

Baker

John (Fr)
Wingate (Jap)
Reilly/Seaton (Sp)

Illian
Thorpe

Benitz

Stewart
Dotta

Napier
Ward

Stoudemayer, Tomaro
Sisto, Suminski
Fiore, Milde, Winters

Kaltenbach (MTWR) Lee (F)
Rodgers (M) Gilmore (R)
Stranz (W) Schnell (WR)

Period 5
10:43-11:24

Brush
Schroeder

Vilarion (Sp)

Pernice

Raphaels

Lieberwirth

Nolte (MTWR) Bien (R)
Mitchell (F)

Bologno (Ital)

John

Hamant
Falis

Schantz

Hendershot

Gilmore (M) Willis (M)
Rodgers (W)

Calie
Falb

Lamberti
Zande

Madara

G. Florance (MTWR)

Kern

McCarthy

Scott

Smith (MTWR)
Jaeger (MW)

Curran

Dwyer
Kober
Mulaj

DeBisco
Kappel

Athanasiou (MTWR) Fry (MTWR)
Centore (MTWF) Bard (WR)
Brum (MTF) Gilmore (W) Jaeger (TR)
Stranz (TR) Rodgers (R)

Period 6
11:28-12:09
Period 7
12:13-12:54

Boop
Cook
Meyer

Caldero (SP)

Beers

Period 8
12:58-1:39

Baril

Gebhardt (Lat)

Gilmore

Period 9
1:43-2:25

Kennedy
O’Connell

Howard (Ital)
Innella (Sp)

Kuscenko
Lipnick

Fox
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From the Desk of
the Principal . . . continued
Unfortunately, not all academic subjects
can be covered for all periods, particularly
in departments with fewer teachers such
as World Language or the Arts. Tutorial
schedules for teachers are posted throughout the building for students to reference.
In certain instances, tutoring or make
up work must be done in the classroom
environment due to the nature of the
subject. Completing a missed science lab
would require the student to report to a
science room where the materials are
located. Woodshop, ceramics, most other
art classes and classes with specialized
materials or programs would require the
same. In these instances the student should
check with the teacher to set a time and
place to meet.

Non-Academic Assistance
For assistance with non-academic issues,
students have a number of trained adults
that they can approach. Depending on their
comfort level, a student could approach
their grade level administrator, their guidance counselor or the school nurse. Most
students are aware of who these adults are
and where to find them.
We have two Student Assistance
Counselors (SAC), Mr. Chad Gillikin
(Room 616) and Ms. Megan Hoffman
(Room 204). Both are Licensed Clinical
Social Workers as well as Certified
Student Assistance Counselors. They can
be a great place to start for students who
need assistance in non-academic areas.
One of these individuals is a great resource
for obtaining information about services
available outside of Ridge High School.

RIDGE PTO

A Word from Our
PTO Co-Presidents

We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving and made it safely through
Hurricane Sandy. We are writing to introduce ourselves as the new co-presidents
of the Ridge PTO. We invite you to peruse
our newly redesigned PTO website at
www.ridgepto.com. It is much more user
friendly and our Communications Officer,
Amy Jones, is doing a great job posting
all the latest information!
Ridge PTO Publications
The Ridge PTO produces 2 publications:
the Ridge Bridge and the Ridge PTO
Update. This year, the Ridge Bridge will
be published 3 times: once in the fall, once
in the winter and once in the spring. The
Ridge Bridge has a newspaper format and
will contain articles about teachers and
student accomplishments as well as the
latest happenings at Ridge. Jen Mueller
and Gayle Shimoun are the editors of the
Ridge Bridge. Please e-mail them at
ridgebridge1@yahoo.com if you have any
articles you would like to include. The
Ridge PTO Update is published weekly
and includes a calendar listing different
events, including fundraisers, club functions and students activities. Please contact
Amy Jones at rhsptocomm@yahoo.com
to contribute information to the Ridge
PTO Update.
Ridge PTO Meetings
Our year has been off to a great start.
We hope you will be able to attend our
rescheduled PTO Meeting about the free
online course for SAT and ACT prep. The
meeting will be take place on Tuesday,
December 11, 2012 at 7 pm in the Ridge
PAC. All of the information can be found
on the PTO website. Our Programs
2

Officer, Kathy Whitman is working on
scheduling 2 more PTO meetings this year.
We also meet monthly with Mr. Howlett
and our PAC (Parent Advisory Council)
representatives. Each grade has 2 PAC
representatives. PAC representatives are
available to collect questions and concerns from the families in their grade for
discussion at the PAC meetings. The list
of representatives may be found on the
PTO website and in your student directory.
Please contact your PAC representative
if you have any issues you would like
addressed at our meetings. With respect to
concerns families may have about Ridge,
we ask that you consider bringing your
concerns to your PAC representative or
directly to the school prior to posting
on a social media page. False rumors are
easily spread and if a family has a concern
it should be brought directly to the school.
Doing so informs the school about the
issue and also provides the family with the
most accurate information available.
Volunteers are Welcome
We welcome volunteers. If you are able
to volunteer at Ridge, please contact our
Volunteer Coordinator, Dorit Kransdorf at
doritk@optonline.net to be included on our
general volunteer list and she will forward
it to the different committees. Our next big
function will be our Staff Holiday Lunch
which will be on December 19. Volunteers
are always needed to donate items. Please
contact Dorit if you can help.
The two other invaluable members
of our PTO Board are Candy Hull, our
Recording Secretary and Jane Kolarik, our
Treasurer. Candy keeps minutes of all our
meetings and coordinates all of our PTO
and PAC meetings. Jane coordinates all of
the funds of the PTO, handles reimbursements and balances our budget. We could
not run the PTO without the support of our
Board members.
Please do not hesitate to contact us at
rhsptocomm@yahoo.com if you have any
questions. We look forward to a great year!

Amy Venetianer and Kris Leopold

need
a ridge
directory?

There are still some directories
available at the Main Office. You
must join the PTO for $15 which
includes one copy of the directory.
Additional copies are $5 each.
Download a membership form at:
http://ridgepto.com/index.php/
resources/forms/

Market Day FAQs
What is Market Day?
Market Day is a fund-raising food co-op,
providing funds for schools. Last year, we
raised over $3,500 shared by the PTO and
10 clubs/teams.

MARKET DAY
Next Order Date
December 13
Next Pick-Up Date
December 19
Order online at
www.marketday.com
or phone your order to:

Brenda Miller at 908-903-9355 or
Christine Marston at 908-745-8001

2012-2013 Ridge
PTO Executive Board
Co-Presidents
Kris Leopold
pkekml@gmail.com

• You can pay safely by using a credit
card online, or choose to pay cash/check
at Market Day (pick-up day).

Amy Venetianer
amyv8@optonline.net
1st Vice President, Volunteers
Dorit Kransdorf
doritk@optonline.net
2nd Vice President, Programs
Kathy Whitman
kcwhit4@verizon.net
3rd Vice President, Newsletter
Jen Mueller
jsmueller@optonline.net
Gayle Shimoun
gshimoun@optonline.net
Treasurer
Jane Kolarik
jabrko@aol.com
Recording Secretary
Candace (Candy) Hull
candyhull@me.com
Communication Officer
Amy Jones
amyjones@optonline.net

the ridge bridge
Editors: Jen Mueller
and Gayle Shimoun

Submissions may be made via email to

ridgebridge1@yahoo.com

Why Use Market Day?
• Market Day requires no door-to-door
selling – simply purchase the groceries you
need for your family each month online.
• Market Day offers a wide selection of
over 160 foods, including all natural, low
fat and low calorie products so you can
serve your family delicious, wholesome
and nutritious meals.

• Market Day is a win-win fundraiser for
Ridge! Each month, a different club/team
sends volunteers to help sort the orders,
thereby allowing them to earn a portion of
the profits and give the PTO the manpower
to run this fundraiser.
• It’s easy to participate!
How Do I Use Market Day?
• You may place your order at
www.marketday.com by 12 noon on
the Thursday prior to the monthly sale
(dates below). Note: If you are a new
customer, be sure to choose Account
number 7251 – Ridge HS PTO as
your pick-up point.
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• Pick up your order in the Ridge High
School cafeteria on Market Day between
3:45 and 4:45 PM. If the pick-up time is
a problem, alternative arrangements can
usually be made (If at all possible, paying
online is preferred in case you have a
pick-up problem).
Be a Market Day Volunteer!
It’s a great way to meet new people, have
fun and support our school! It’s less than
2 hours once a month on the day of the
sale, and you get to see the kids in action.
2012-2013 Market Day Dates
Order By Date		
Pick-Up
December........12/13....... 12/19
January............1/24......... 1/30
February..........2/21......... 2/27
March..............3/21......... 3/27
April................4/25......... 5/1
May.................5/23......... 5/29
June.................6/13......... 6/19
Contact Information
For more information, please contact
Brenda Miller at themillers@optonline.net
or 908-903-9355, or Christine Marston at
cmarston@easy-cap.com or 908-745-8001.

SCHOOL CONNECTION
DATES TO
REMEMBER
December 2012
6
11

13
13
17
18
19
21

Ridge Band Concert
7 pm, PAC

Ridge PTO Sponsored
Presentation on Method Test
Prep on SAT/ACT Preparation
7 pm, PAC
Ridge Orchestra Concert
7 pm, PAC
Market Day Orders Due

BOE Meeting, 7 pm, WAMS
Ridge Choral Concert
7 pm, PAC
Market Day Pick-Up
12 pm Dismissal

24-1/1 Winter Recess, School Closed

January 2013
2

School Resumes

7

BOE Meeting, 7 pm, WAMS

3
11

Academic Planning Night

Ridge Winter Dance Showcase
7 pm, PAC

Quarterly Assessments will take place
January 31 to February 6. Marking
Period 2 ends on February 6.

SAT and ACT Information
Session for RHS Parents

Tuesday, December 11, 7pm
Ridge High School PAC
• Introduction to Method Test Prep’s
online course which Ridge High
School provides free to every student.
• Information about every aspect of
the SAT and ACT, including: The
differences between the two tests;
Superscoring on the SAT; Scorechoice on the SAT and ACT; A smart
testing schedule for juniors.
• Q & A session for parents to ask
about standardized tests and the role
these tests play in college admissions.

Board of Education
Highlights
The following are highlights of the recent
Bernards Township Board of Education
meetings. For a complete summary of
each Board of Education meeting, go to:
www.bernardsboe.com/BernardsBOE/
Board_Meeting_Summaries.aspx
September 24 Meeting
Guidance Supervisor Jillian Shadis
presented the Post-Secondary Report. It
included a standardized testing overview
as well as the changing trends for ACT vs.
SAT. Additionally, Ms. Shadis discussed
some of the changes in the college process,
the report is available on the BOE website.
There was continued discussion regarding the traffic problem surrounding Ridge
High School and plans for a committee to
be formed.
October 8 Meeting
On October 8th, Assistant Superintendent,
Sean Siet presented the Fall testing report.
Again this report is available on the BOE
website. The topics discussed in greatest
detail were a comparison of NJASK scores
over 5 years, comparison of HSPA data,
details were given about the PARCC tests
that should replace HSPA tests by 2016,
and common core standard changes and
adjustments were touched on. Another
important highlight was the “Wrap
Around” program, Mr. Markarian stated
that he hopes to implement an after school
program to eligible students. It would
focus on reinforcement in preparation
for state achievement testing. The second
October meeting was cancelled due to
hurricane Sandy.
November 12 Meeting
The presentation at the meeting focused
on details of the Violence and Vandalism
report, details are available on the website.
The other topic discussed in detail was the
possible ways to make up the 5 days lost
to the hurricane. The majority of comments
supported the need for some kind of a
break every 8 weeks. A decision was made
at the November 26 BOE meeting.
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November 26 Meeting
A revised school calendar was approved
by the BOE (See below). Joanne Hozeny,
was appointed Mount Prospect Principal
effective February 1, 2013. She is
replacing Judy Slutzky who retires at
the end of January 2013.

Revised 2012-2013 Calendar
December
Friday, 21st
Monday, 24th
Tuesday, 25th
Wednesday, 26th
Thursday, 27th
Friday, 28th
Monday, 31st

Appreviated Schedule
Closed – Winter Recess
Closed – Christmas
Closed – Winter Recess
Closed – Winter Recess
Closed – Winter Recess
Closed – Winter Recess

January
Tuesday, 1st
Monday, 21st

Closed – New Year’s Day
SCHOOL IN SESSION

February
Monday, 18th
Tuesday, 19th
Wednesday, 20th
Thursday, 21st
Friday, 22nd

Closed – Mid-Winter Recess
Closed – Mid-Winter Recess
Closed – Mid-Winter Recess
SCHOOL IN SESSION
SCHOOL IN SESSION

March
Friday, 29th

Closed – Good Friday
(Snow Day #1)

April
Monday, 22nd

Closed – Spring Recess
(Snow Day #5)
Tuesday, 23rd
Closed – Spring Recess
(Snow Day #4)
Wednesday, 24th Closed – Spring Recess
(Snow Day #3)
Thursday, 25th
Closed – Spring Recess
(Snow Day #2)
Friday, 26th
SCHOOL IN SESSION
May
Friday, 24th
Monday, 27th

SCHOOL IN SESSION
Closed – Memorial Day

June
Monday, 24th
Tuesday, 25th

Appreviated Schedule, K-12
Appreviated Schedule, K-12
Graduation – William Annin
Wednesday, 26th Appreviated Schedule, K-12
Last Day for Students
(Except Oak Street)
Ridge HS Graduation
Thursday, 27th
Appreviated Schedule and
Last Day Oak Street Students
In-Service Day
Friday, 28th
In Service Day Oak Street
Snow days needed in excess of days 1-5 will
occur on June 28 or a Saturday(s).

News and Notes from the Ridge Counseling Department
General Reminders
Counseling Department Website
For the most up-to-date news and information, please remember that the RHS Counseling website is constantly being updated:
http://www.bernardsboe.com/Guidance/
default.aspx
Scholarships and
Special Programs
All scholarships and special programs
received by the Counseling Office are
posted on Naviance. While many are
geared toward juniors and seniors, there
are a number that any student, grades 9
through 12, can apply for. Log in, click
“Colleges,” then “Scholarship List” to
see the current offerings. Check back
often, as we post new opportunities as
soon as we receive them.
College Visits
Juniors and seniors are encouraged to
sign up for College Representative visits
to Ridge, which begin to taper off in late
November. Dates, times, and registration
for college visits are on Naviance. If your
child lost his/her Naviance username or
password, please ask him/her to see one
of the counseling secretaries. Please also
note that parents cannot sign their children
up for College Visits; students must log
on themselves, register, and print out the
confirmation page/pass.
December 2012
The College Application
Process Continues for Seniors
During the month of December, Counselors will continue to process college
applications for Rolling, Early Decision II
and Regular Decision deadlines. If
your senior has a college application
deadline of December 15th or January 1st,
transcript requests are due in Naviance
by December 2nd in order allow sufficient
processing time prior to the holiday break.

Financial Aid Night
Financial Aid Night is scheduled for
Tuesday, December 4th at 7:00 pm in
the RHS Auditorium. A representative
from the Education Funding Consultants
Association (EFCA) will provide the
basics of the financial aid process,
including a review of the FAFSA.
Naviance “Training” for Juniors
On December 12th and 13th, counselors
will meet with juniors in the computer labs
to further explore Naviance as it relates to
college searches.
PSAT Results
Also in mid-December, counselors will be
visiting 10th and 11th grade classrooms to
distribute PSAT Score Reports and explain
how to utilize them for upcoming standardized tests. Much of the information
that can be extrapolated from the PSAT
scores is now online, as opposed to being
printed on the Score Report itself. The
counselors strongly advise students to use
their Online Access Code to log onto their
personalized College Board Website for
more information. The website and code
will be found on the PSAT Score Report.
Junior Conferences
Counselors will hold individual “Junior
Conferences” with students and parents
from December through April. At this
hour-long conference, the Counselor will
review the college process as it pertains
specifically to your child. Information
regarding appointment scheduling will be
posted at the end of November.

Bulletin, parents and students should be on
the lookout for a letter sent home regarding registration for AP exams. The mailing
will provide you with specific information
and directions for registering.
For Seniors
The Counseling Department will automatically send midyear grades to any
college you have applied to. No additional
requests are required, and we need no
additional forms. These midyear reports
go out in mid-February.
Program of Studies Distribution
The counselors will meet with 9th, 10th,
and 11th graders on January 31st to
review the 2013-14 Program of Studies
and course offerings in preparation for
scheduling, which begins in February.

Bernards Township
PTOs’ Donation
Benefits Community
The Bernards Township Education
Foundation (BTEF) wants to thank all the
Bernards Township PTOs for donating
the profits (approximately $2,900) from
the first showing of Race to Nowhere in
2011 to the Bernards Township Education
Foundation.

January 2013
For AP Students
In mid-January, all AP students will
receive a hard copy of the Bulletin for
AP Students and Parents during the school
day. The Bulletin contains information
about AP Exams, their administration, and
exam security policies and procedures
designed to provide all students with a fair
and uniform testing experience. On exam
day, all exam-takers sign their answer
sheets, indicating that they understand and
agree to the policies and procedures in the
Bulletin. Shortly after students receive this
5

The BTEF used most of this money
($2,400) to fund the first annual Ridge
Community Service Project Award in
2012. The theme for the award was helping
children, and several Ridge student groups
submitted proposals. Five Ridge juniors
from Girl Scout troop #60040 received the
award for their project helping homeless
children; 75% of the funds were donated to
the Samaritan Homeless Interim Program
in Somerville, NJ and 25% went to the
Girl Scout troop.

Character and Nontraditional Achievements
Can Earn a Graduating Ridge Senior $8,500
Think it takes a 4.5 GPA and 2400 SATs
to receive a scholarship? Think again.
The 2013 Ridge Alumni Memorial
Scholarship is looking for graduating
seniors who have demonstrated “character,
determination, and nontraditional achievements” during their tenure at RHS. This
year’s award is $8,500.
The award recipient may use the funds
for virtually any educational, vocational
or personal growth expenses — meaning
tuition, a gap year, a car to get to work,
studio time, or something a graduating

Hurricane Sandy
Relief Project
The Ridge High School Student Government will be heading efforts to support
the Belmar School District which has suffered devastating losses due to Hurricane
Sandy. Many students are still displaced
and some members of the community are
still unaccounted for. We have been in
contact with their storm relief committee,
and they have requested the following
supplies in support of their relief effort. All
supplies can be dropped off to the counseling office from now until December 12th.
1. Gift cards in any denomination:
Staples, Barnes and
Noble, Home Depot,
Lowes, Sears, Kohls,
Target, VISA gift
cards, Local area
businesses

senior needs that Ridge AMS organizers
haven’t yet thought of.
Last year, Ridge AMS awarded its
largest grant to date, $7,500, to Yodalio
“Yo” Cabaleiro (RHS ’12). Thanks to the
generosity of alumni and other donors,
this year’s award is even larger.
“With Ridge High students and their
families facing storm challenges, on top
of a difficult economy, the Ridge AMS
Board of Trustees elected to step up the
award to our largest yet,” according to
Jane Cullinan (RHS ’67), who chairs the
Ridge AMS Board of Trustees. “The
Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship has
already become the largest grant at RHS
Awards Night, other than scholarships to
a specific college or university. We’re
committed to making a meaningful
contribution to a deserving senior’s future.
That’s the purpose of the Ridge Alumni
Memorial Scholarship – honoring the past
by supporting the future.”
Graduating Ridge seniors can
learn more at the Ridge AMS website

Yodalio Cabaleiro, RHS ’12, received the
2012 Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship

(RidgeAMS.googlepages.com), or by
contacting RHS Guidance counselors,
who will collect scholarship applications
for the Ridge AMS selection committee.
The deadline for applications is
February 25, 2013.
Ridge AMS is funded entirely by
donations, and administered in partnership with Bernards Township Education
Foundation. Ridge AMS contributions are
tax-deductible. The Bernards Township
Education Foundation is a not-for-profit
organization focused on program development and process management for public
education, community outreach, and
leadership formation.

Parent’s Day Off

Need an afternoon to…
Shop, gift wrap, bake, or just go out to lunch?
Let Ridge Project Adventure Peer Leaders
entertain your 6-11 year old.
Date: December 15, Saturday
Time: 10:30-2:30
Place: Ridge High School
Cost: $30 per child

2. New Adult Gifts $15 and under:
slippers, hats, lotion, gloves, CDs,
DVDs, T-shirts, ties

Please pack a lunch for your child.
We will provide, activities, crafts
and a movie. If interested Contact
klime@bernardsboe.com
Limited to first 50 children
registered.

3. New unwrapped toys for boys
and girls ages 3-16
4. Christmas Decorations: Wrapping
paper, tape, scissors, gift bags, gift tags
Thank you in advance for your help!
Linda Cuccaro & Jackie Treanor
Student Government Advisors
6

Latin Student Accomplishments
On Friday, October 19, 2012, Ridge Latin
students placed 2nd in the state in a Latin
academic contest, held at Montclair State
University’s Annual Classics Day. While
this means a break in Ridge’s 3-year first
place winning streak, their 2nd place finish
is still a wonderful achievement.
For the third year in a row, a Ridge High
School Latin student has won a National
Latin Exam Scholarship. Lisa Wooldridge
(Ridge 2012) and Kristina Cheung (Ridge
2012) join the esteemed company of
former Ridge Latin students Bernard Lin
(Ridge 2011), Vanessa Tan (Ridge 2010),
Emily Silk (Ridge 2006) and Justin Lo

(Ridge 2006).
Only 21 of these
scholarships are
awarded internationally each year.
This is the first
time ever in which
two Ridge Latin
students have won the scholarship in the
same year! Once again, Ridge is the only
New Jersey school to have a student win
this award this year. Ridge received a
special commendation for the number of
its National Latin Exam scholarship winners at this year’s National Junior Classical League convention at Wake Forest.

World Language Project Combines
Art, Economics and History
The World Language Department has
implemented a phenomenal project that
embraced several interdisciplinary connections, including economics, history and
art. Ms. Serena Bocchino, mother of Ezra
and Rachel Keough, helped us with the
implementation of the project. Mr. and
Mrs. Pellegrino, the owners of Flemington
Tile Supply, generously donated over
100 ceramic tiles. The curricula for Intermediate Italian First Year and Intermediate Italian First Year Honors refer to the
interesting town of Caltagirone, a small
Sicilian village, famous for their ceramic
production. Before the project, the students read the history of Caltagirone,
analyzed two video clips from the town
and researched an interesting painting that
they would like to copy onto their tiles.
100 students who were enrolled in the
Intermediate First Year and Intermediate

First Year Honors classes painted ceramic
tiles that reflected their personal interests.
Ms. Bocchino and Ms. Pellegrino organized this amazing project and assisted
individual students with their painting.
The students were later asked to describe
their tiles in detail, in Italian. On behalf
of our students and the World Language
Department, we would like to extend our
deep gratitude to both Ms. Bocchino and
Ms. Pellegrino for their generosity and
their time.

varsity
athletes
of the month
Be Sure to Check Out the
Booster Club Display in the Lobby!

September
Cheerleading – Colby Sycoff
Boys Cross Country – James Murphy
Girls Cross Country – Hanna
Saadegh-Vaziri
Field Hockey – Jenny Diehl
Football – Evan Skea
Gymnastics – Cortney Malkin
Boys Soccer – Matt Rocco
Girls Soccer – Alex Weyrauch
Girls Tennis – Tracy Li
Girls Volleyball – Katie Power
October
Field Hockey – Kylie West
Football – Sean Menarguez
Gymnastics – Sam Mocciaro
Boys Soccer – Wade Hoffman
Girls Soccer – Nicole Bates
Girls Volleyball – Taylor Robb
November
Field Hockey – Abby Behrins
Football – Tyler Ord
Gymnastics – Nicole Brinkworth
Boys Soccer – Chris Doyle
Girls Soccer – Rachel Axt
Girls Volleyball – Norma Park
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ridge recognition
The purpose of Ridge Recognition is to highlight
the accomplishments of RHS students, faculty, and
staff. If you or someone you know is deserving of
praise and recognition, please send us an email at
ridgebridge1@yahoo.com.

Students
Junior, Jeffrey Cai,
was chosen to compete
at the International
Physics Olympiad in
Estonia. It was news when he was chosen
to attend the Physics Team camp in Maryland, since he was one of only 20 invited
in the country. At the camp, they choose
5 to represent the United States at the
International Olympiad, and you guessed
it, they chose Jeffrey Cai as one of the
top 5 high school physics students in the
country, and who will compete against
the brightest minds from approximately
60 countries.
Sophomore, Connor
McKeon and junior,
Cathy Chen scored
the only two perfect
scores on the New
Jersey Math League
in October. There were over 350 students
who took the exam from Ridge.
On September 30, 2012 senior, Ryan
Juechter, a member of Boy Scout Troop
#351 of the Patriot’s Path Council, attained
Scouting’s highest rank of Eagle Scout.
At his Eagle Court of Honor ceremony in
Basking Ridge Presbyterian Church,
Assemblyman Minority Leader Jon M.
Bramnick presented Mr. Juechter with a
Joint State Legislative Resolution recognizing his achievement. In order to achieve
this honor, the Eagle Scout earned 24
merit badges, and completed 150 hour
community service project for the
Somerset County Environmental
Education Center (SCEEC) in
Basking Ridge.
This project entailed
removing invasive species
of plants and bushes on

4400 square feet and
replanting dry root navtive
bushes, as well as
creating a rock
garden using native
plant seeds. The wildlife benefitted from this
project by restoring edible,
native vegetation and habitat. The rock
garden also improved the aesthetics of the
pond area. A picnic table was later added
by the SCEEC for public use.
Congratulations to
Kevin Liu who has
been selected to the
prestigious 2013
All-Eastern Band
and Alex Wilke who
had been accepted
in to the All-Eastern Honors Choir. These
ensembles feature the most talented
musicians from Maryland to Maine. Both
Kevin and Alex will be performing at the
Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts
in Hartford, CT on April 7th.
Staff
Foreign Language teacher, Chiara
Kupiec, was selected by the Italian
Embassy as one of 10 teachers nationwide
to receive a scholarship (registration costs
and hotel accommodations) to the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign
Languages National Convention (ACTFL)
in November.
Births
PE teacher, Tim Howard, and his wife,
Foreign Language teacher, Lisa Howard,
welcomed their second son, Joseph John,
on June 5, 2012. Joseph entered the world
weighing 8 lbs. 4 oz. and was almost
21 inches long! Big brother, Ben, is
very excited about his new playmate!
Laura Rieder, Social Studies teacher,
and her husband, Timothy, also
welcomed a son in June. Ethan
David Rieder was born
June 13th at 12:16 pm. He
weighed 9 lbs 4 oz and was
21 inches long.
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Guidance Counselor, Peggy Wu, and her
husband, Garth Kaufmann, announce the
birth of their son, Jackson “Jax” Kaufmann
on June 18, 2012. Jax was 19 inches long
and weighed 6 lbs 8 ozs.
Tom Blackwell, PE teacher, and his wife,
Becky, announce the birth of their fourth
child, James Robert Gregory Blackwell
on September 22, 2012. He weighed
6 lbs 7 oz. and was 19 inches long.
Special education teachers Larry and
Megan Mongno, announce the birth of
their third daughter, Presley Elizabeth.
She arrived on October 18, 2012, weighing
7 pounds and 11 ounces and measuring
20-1/2 inches long. She is enjoying her
time at home together with her big sisters
Gabriella and Gracie!

Weddings
Math teacher, Kathy Segale became
Kathy McNanna on July 21, 2012 when
she married Kevin McNanna at Liberty
Corner Presbyterian Church. Three current
Ridge students served as her wedding
photographers: Sophomores Samantha
Post and Jaime Chou and senior Nick
Tackowiak. Additionally sophomore
Abigail Regner provided art work for the
wedding.
Instructional aide, John-Paul Mahoney,
married Meghan Fiorino on July 28, 2012
in Milltown, NJ. The newlyweds honeymooned in Riviera Maya, Mexico.
Katie Beers, English teacher, married
Matthew Karmel on August 2, 2012
wearing her red Converse All-Star
sneakers! They honeymooned at the
happiest place on earth – Disneyworld!

RIDGE CLUBS & ACTIVITIES
Habitat for
Humanity
Happenings

Over the past few years,
the Ridge Habitat for
Humanity club has been
known as one of the most
popular clubs at Ridge
High School and 2012 is
no exception. A registered
276 members are already off to an excellent start this year, planning and participating in Habitat’s fundraisers for 2012. Most
recently, 30 students took a trip to Denville
to get a real hands-on experience and
partake in the first build day of the year.
Since build days have always been a
favorite of Habitat members, students are
looking forward to the two others that
are to come in 2012. In addition, many
students from all four grades ran and
walked at a local October 5K fundraiser,
making Ridge the most represented high
school out of all high schools that participated. Fundraisers in the coming months
include after school bake sales, the annual
Buy a Brick fundraiser, and the Habitat
Restore. The club will also be starting a
new event this year in which students will
travel around town asking homeowners
how important a habitat is to them and
what affordable housing means to them.
They will then compile videos and pictures of them into a final video that will be
posted on the Raritan Valley Habitat for
Humanity website. Stay tuned for more
events throughout the year!

News from the
Ridge Drama Club
Fall Play
Ridge Drama Club presented the play
The Dining Room by A.R. Gurney on
November 16-17 at 7 pm at the Ridge
Performing Arts Center. The play was a
series of vignettes which all take place in
a dining room. Some of the scenes were
funny, some were dramatic, and the play
as a whole was a touching look into the
lives of several different kinds of characters! While the play was directed by the
drama club advisor, Mrs. Megan Kern,
there were also student directors. Seniors
Roman Mak, Anne Bonnefoi, Aaron Reed,
Sophie Dewil and Emily Viais each
directed at least one scene in the play.
“It’s been a great experience for the students!” said Mrs. Kern. “Each student
brought their own vision to their scenes
and implemented their knowledge of
theatre, creating a wonderful environment
at rehearsals. I am very proud of the
student directors.”

Spring Musical
Ridge Drama Club has already begun
preparations for the musical, Legally
Blonde which will be presented March 1-2.
Auditions are in full swing for this hilarious musical comedy. Directed by
Mrs. Megan Kern, music direction by
Mrs. Lyndsey Schaefer, choreography
by Miss Rachel Falis, set design and construction by Mr. Jason Stewart and sound
and lighting direction by Mr. Dave Kern.
The show will be presented at the Ridge
Performing Arts Center and tickets will
be available at www.ridgepac.com.

Photo above: Ridge Drama Club President Roman
Mak (left) portrays an elderly gentleman giving
very specific instructions to his son, played by
AJ D’Ambrosio.
Phto left: The adult children of a woman with
Alzheimer’s work hard to help her get her bearings
at a holiday dinner. Left to right: Joseph Dodrv,
Michael Pedicine, Jacki Columbari, Stephen
Dodrv, Jillian Haggard and Megan McCluskey.

seniors: yearbook
baby picture ads due
Seniors received an order form for
baby picture advertisements. Digital
pdf files or digital photos can be sent
to ridgeyearbook@bernardsboe.com.
Checks, order form and conventional
ad materials should be sent by Monday,
December 17, 2012 to Ms. F. Benitz,
Yearbook Advisor. Ad space is limited.
Direct any questions to fbenitz@bernardsboe.com.

Photo above: This photo includes every senior and faculty member involved in
the production. Front (l-r), Fiona Malone, Rose Davignon, Samantha Bosin,
Mrs. Megan Kern, Ann Bonnefoi, Erin Sylvester, Sophie Dewil and Emily Viais.
Back (l-r), Sophie Harris, Leslie Ronah, Roman Mak, Mr. David Kern,
Mr. Jason Stewart, Christopher Szeluga, Aaron Reed and Chrisitan Speal.
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Ridge Forensics Off to a Fantastic Start
Although the official Forensics season has
only recently begun, the Ridge Forensics
team, true to its reputation, has kicked off
the school year powerfully with several
successes already won. At the Yale Invitational, the first tournament of the year
held from September 21st-23rd, Ridge
Forensics strutted their stuff, earning 3rd
place overall out of 172 schools. Among
the students who contributed to the team’s
success was Sam Hoffman receiving
2nd place in Oral Interpretation, Nicole
Castillo receiving 4th place in Congressional Debate, Gabby Schnell receiving
7th place in Oral Interpretation, and
Connor Murphy and Atreya Misra, both
Congressional Debate finalists. Ridge
Forensics, however, did not stop its
achievement there. Recently competing
at the New York City Invitational from
October 20th-21st, Ridge took seventh
place overall. Individual successes

included Nicole Castillo taking 3rd place
in Congressional Debate, Michael Cervino
taking 6th place in Congressional Debate,
Sam Hoffman taking 3rd place in Oral
Interpretation and 4th place in Original
Oratory, and Farsha Rizwan and Ben Choi,
both making finals in Congressional
Debate. More recently on the national circuit, Ridge Forensics participated in the
Villiger Invitational, at St. Joseph’s University, earning 7th place overall sweepstakes. Individuals who contributed to this
success included the team of Deeptanshu
Singvi and Tim O’Shea receiving 2nd
place in Public Forum Debate, Sam
Hoffman receiving 4th place in Dramatic
Interpretation, and Gabby Schnell receiving 5th place in Oral Interpretation, and
Nicole Castillo who earned 4th place in
Student Congress. Ridge Forensics has
even started the year strong on a local
level, receiving 1st place overall sweep-

stakes at the Newark Catholic Forensics
League’s Milburn tournament. With such
a strong start to the season already, Ridge
Forensics can only continue to grow and
succeed as the season progresses. Great
job Ridge Forensics and good luck in the
season to come!

Enjoy an Evening
of Ridge Music
Ridge Band Concert
The Ridge band program,
under the direction of Daniel Zugale will
present the annual Winter Concert on
Thursday, December 6 at 7 pm in the
Ridge Performing Arts Center (PAC). The
concert will feature performances by the
Concert Band and Wind Ensemble performing a repertoire of classic band literature and familiar holiday favorites.
Ridge Orchestra Concert
The Winter Orchestra Concert will be
held on Thursday, December 13 at 7 pm
in the Ridge PAC. It will feature performances by the Chamber Orchestra and
Symphony Orchestra under the direction
of Jennifer Curran. Come and celebrate
the holiday season with us!
A Cappella Choir
December Carolling
Monday, December 10
Ridge Oak Senior Center at 10:30 am
Friday, December 14
Somerville Carolling Festival at 4 pm

January 11th at 7:00 pm
RHS Performing Arts Center
Tickets: www.ridgepac.com
$7 online/ $8 at the door

Ridge Winter Choral Concert
Tuesday, December 18 at 7 pm,
Ridge Performing Arts Center
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Ridge Marching Band’s Highly Successful 2012 Season
Two first place and two second place
trophies in four events highlighted the
Ridge Marching Band’s highly successful
2012 competition season. The band was
also awarded numerous Caption Awards
for Best Music, Best Visual, Best Overall
Effect, Best Percussion and Best Color
Guard.
Ridge also hosted its’ 3rd Annual
Marching Band Competition, featuring
15 high school bands with over 1,000 performers. On a beautiful October evening
at Lee Field, a large audience exceeding
1,000 witnessed a spectacular evening of
music, marching and pageantry.
Unfortunately, as a result of the school’s
closure following Hurricane Sandy, the
band could not compete at either the State
Championship or the US Bands National
Championship.
Ridge’s award winning 2012 show
featured music from the 1998 hit movie
The Mask of Zorro, including the songs
Plaza of Execution, Diego’s Goodbye and
Stealing of the Map. Director Dan Zugale
praised the band’s performance throughout
the year. “We have a great group of kids
who work extremely hard. The show is
a challenge, but they have risen to the
occasion.”
Ridge competes in the US Bands
circuit (usbands.org) which includes a
large number of schools in the northeast,
plus schools in Tennessee, Texas and a few
other states. Local competitions are held
from late September through October.
The State and National championships
complete the season in early November.
The Ridge band has grown in size over
the past few years. Ridge competed in the
US Bands’ smaller Group 2A division in
2010, but moved up to the larger Group 3A

in 2011. The 75 member 2012 band was at
the maximum size to remain in Group 3A.
Assuming their growth continues, Ridge
would move into Group 4A next year.
More complex drill and visual routines
were added to the 2012 show. Zugale
emphasized that “this was an intentional
choice on our part. We felt that we needed
to use more of the field in order to show
more variety in the movement. We also
focused on creating a visual design that is
extremely coordinated with this music.”
Zugale explained that the 2012 show
contained “more dance elements and that
reflects the latest trend in visual design.
It began with the world drum corps and
has filtered into the high school marching
circuits. The dance can be very well
coordinated with the music.”
Drum Major Kelsey McKeon added that
“we put a lot of work into these visuals

and they are really well choreographed.”
Assistant Drum Major Isabella Cedeno
noted that “we need to stand out from other
bands and what makes our show unique are
all the visuals that are in it.”
The competition highlight of each
season is the annual Yamaha Cup performance in MetLife Stadium. The Stadium
presents unique obstacles that have to be
overcome. Cedeno noted that “the jumbo
screens are a large distraction to many of
the band members while marching. It could
ruin the timing if someone looks at it too
long.” Woodwind section leader Julia
Grossmann added that “anytime you perform in a big stadium, the acoustics are
going to be drastically different than what
we are used to. This is especially hard on
new members, who have never experienced the echoes that are created.”
Director Zugale said that “a big competition in a large venue can be
physically and psychologically
intimidating. I was impressed
that the band showed no fear and
performed the show as well as they
would on the practice field.”
2012 Section Leaders with the Yamaha
Cup Awards: back row (l to r), Julia
Grossmann, Nick Falduto, Jared Shimoun,
Benjamin Kopchains and Victor Eng;
front row (l to r), Rowan Lambie, Kelsey
McKeon, Gabryelle Stein, Isabella Cedeno
and Alexandra Rice.

Ridge Marching Band 2012 Season Results
Date

Event

Result

Caption Awards

Sept. 22

Hunterdon Central HS

First Place

Best Music, Best Visual, Best Overall Effect

Oct. 6

Verona High School

Second Place

Best Overall Effect

Oct. 13

Yamaha Cup at MetLife Stadium

Second Place

Best Visual, Best Color Guard, Best Percussion

Oct. 20

South Plainfield HS

First Place

Best Visual, Best Overall Effect

Oct. 27

Ridge High School

Exhibition
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