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From the Desk of the Principal
– Frank Howlett
Changes at Ridge
Now that we have come to the midpoint
of what has been a somewhat tumultuous
year, I would like to provide an update
regarding changes that were implemented
this year.
Quarterly Assessments
As we go to print, we have just completed
the administration of the first round of
quarterly assessments. It was my hope that
the concerns about this change would have
been resolved by now, but Sandy had other
plans. I do, however, wish to stress some
points to ensure that we are clear.

Quarterly Assessments are a one hour
cumulative test for a marking period that
will count no more than a unit test in any
class. For instance, if a teacher uses a total
point system for grading, which is the
most popular model at RHS, and a unit
test is worth 100 points, then the quarterly
will count no more than 100 points. The
quarterly grade becomes a part of the
marking period grade. Grade calculations
for the year will now be calculated using
the four marking period grades at 25%
each. Quarterly grades will not be a separate grade on the report card.
The preparation for the quarterlies
will not entail a week of stalled instruc-

tion. Teachers are expected to provide
study guides, as they would for any unit
test, but will no longer sacrifice valuable
instructional time for preparation. Students
will be expected to prepare for the quarterlies outside of the classroom, as they will
be expected to do in college. Students are
familiar with an abundance of resources at
RHS to assist them with their preparation.
The Option II Program
Another item being addressed is the
Option II program. The Option II Program
had undergone a number changes over
the last four years, as we adapt to external
and internal issues. One major change to
the Option II program this year impacted
the Physical Education – Extracurricular
procedures. Students participating in an
NJSIAA sanctioned sport at Ridge are
eligible to attend a study hall in lieu of
Physical Education, for two marking
periods concurrent with the season that
the sport competes, rather than just one
marking period in previous years. The
additional student enrollment in study halls
due to Option II PE (off-site included)
has stretched the building use considerably. Students, who would normally report
to Physical Education in large classes,
are now being assigned to classrooms in
smaller groups causing a need for more
classroom space. It has also been challenging to assign teachers to supervise so many
study halls.
A review of our Option II Physical Education Program by the state may require
us to make some additional changes. The
issues reviewed by the state are complicated, so it would be premature for me to
address them now, but changes may occur
as a result of both state and building issues.
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District Calendar Survey
Superintendent, Nick Markarian, provided
a survey to address issues relative to the
district calendar. Many students have
legitimate reasons to leave school before
the scheduled end of the school year.
The reasons include summer school,
special summer academic programs,
summer employment, college orientations, etc. Many of these activities begin
well before the end of the year, and it
leaves families with the less than desirable
options of missing school or missing valuable opportunities. In general, Northeast
schools get out much later than the rest
of the nation, and the Bernards Township
school year currently ends later than most
Northeast schools. The survey will hopefully provide insight on how the calendar
issue can be addressed.
I have already begun to receive requests
from students to leave school early and I
expect many more requests in the upcoming months. I will be speaking with the
administrative staff to determine the best
way to handle these requests.
Thank you.
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RIDGE PTO
Try Market Day!

Best Wishes for the New Year
We would like to wish all of you a very
happy and healthy 2013! Please look for
information about our upcoming PTO
meeting on Cyber bullying and Internet
safety. We are hoping to schedule this in
early spring.

2012-2013 Ridge
PTO Executive Board
Co-Presidents
Kris Leopold
Amy Venetianer
1st Vice President, Volunteers
Dorit Kransdorf
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Board members may be reached at

rhsptocomm@yahoo.com

PTO Class Parents
If you have concerns and questions that
you would like addressed by the school
administration, please bring them to your
PTO Class Parents. They meet with Mr.
Howlett every month to raise issues and
concerns.
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Please do not hesitate to contact us if
you have any questions. We are looking
forward to some warmer weather!

Submissions may be made via email to

Amy Venetianer
Kris Leopold
PTO Co-Presidents

Editors: Jen Mueller
and Gayle Shimoun

ridgebridge1@yahoo.com

Market Day Continues to
Raise Money for Clubs,
Teams and PTO Programs
Market Day had its best month in YEARS
in December, raising over $1,000 in profits
that month alone! It’s the continued buying
by regular customers and the addition of
anyone who decides to try some of the
great products, that help us achieve our
goals. Each club that helps us throughout
the year receives $300, and it could
be even more if our sales go higher.
Please consider trying Market Day at
www.marketday.com and help the PTO
and 10 different clubs/sports with their
fundraising efforts.
Upcoming Market Day Dates
Order By Date		
Pick-Up
February..........2/21......... 2/27
March..............3/21......... 3/27
April................4/25......... 5/1
May.................5/23......... 5/29
June.................6/13......... 6/19
Contact Information
Any questions or concerns can be directed
to Brenda Miller at themillers@optonline.
net or Christine Marston at cmarston@
easy-cap.com. Thanks in advance for your
continued support!

MARKET DAY
Next Order Date
February 21
Next Pick-Up Date
February 27
Order online at
www.marketday.com
or phone your order to:

Brenda Miller at 908-903-9355 or
Christine Marston at 908-745-8001
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BTEF Needs New Volunteers
What is the BTEF?
The Bernards Township Education
Foundation (BTEF), a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
corporation, is a community organization
that supports scholarships and small
projects, primarily at Ridge High School.
Here is a list of current and recent
BTEF projects:
Ridge Community Service Project
Award – $2,400 was awarded in 2012.
Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship –
$7,500 was awarded to a graduating
senior in 2012. Funds for this scholarship
are raised by group of Ridge alumni
(Class of 1967).
Virginia Price Scholarship – $500 was
awarded to two graduating Ridge seniors
in 2012.
Several Fine Arts Projects & Programs
During 2011-12, a group of Ridge art
teachers and parents (PAAB group) raised
money for new equipment for the Art
Department at Ridge High. They also
raised $550 for the Katrina Stout Scholarship, which provides funds for a Ridge art
student to attend a summer art program.
Ridge High School Greenhouse for
special education students at Ridge High
School. The BTEF raised the funds to
build the greenhouse in 2008.
SMART Response Systems for an
elementary school in the district. The
BTEF secured a grant from Avaya to
purchase this technology in 2010.

SAVE THE DATE!
Mr. Ridge Show
Thursday, April 18
7 pm
Ridge Performing
Arts Center

In 2012, the BTEF raised $12,315.
The Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship
received $28,362 in donations. A total of
$15,392 was disbursed in 2012, including
scholarship awards.
New Volunteers Needed!
The current BTEF Board of Trustees and
volunteers have served since 2007 and
now have college-age or older children.
Starting in June 2013, a new group of
volunteers is needed for the BTEF to stay
active. The BTEF needs at least four
officers to continue operating: Chair,
Vice-Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. The
Chair and Vice-Chair positions cannot be
filled by the same person, but the other
officer positions can. The officers will
also serve as trustees.
The main tasks involved with running
the BTEF are: create agendas and run
meetings, take and distribute minutes of
meetings, meet with the school district
administration as required, pick up mail
from the BTEF post office box, write thank
you notes and other correspondence, maintain the BTEF website (www.btef.org),
and handle the finances (including bank
accounts, tax returns, and interface with
the Ridge AMS and PAAB groups.) For
more detailed information, contact Linda
Wooldridge at l.wooldridge25@gmail.com.

Junior Class
Upcoming Events
Ridge Factor
The Junior Class will be hosting Ridge
Factor again this year, a talent show for
both students and staff at Ridge. The event
will be held on Thursday March 21 at
7 pm in the Ridge PAC. Admission will
be $5 in advance and $7 at the door. If it
is anything like last year, it is sure to be
a great time!
Junior Prom
Junior Prom this year is scheduled for
Friday May 3 at the Bridgewater Marriott.
Look for more details in an upcoming
Friday Folder.
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RIDGE
SENIOR
ACTIVITIES
March 2013
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Senior Breakfast
9:15 am, Ridge Cafeteria
Mandatory attendance is
required. Diploma and cap &
gown information distributed.
It is critical all seniors attend.

19

100 Days Until Graduation!
A SCOP Team sponsored event.
Goodies will be given to
seniors during lunch periods.

TBD

Graduation Announcement
Order Forms sent home to
parents via mail.

April 2013
18

Mr. Ridge
7 pm, Ridge PAC

May 2013
17

Senior Prom
Birchwood Manor, Whippany
Details to follow in upcoming
Friday Folders.

June 2013
7

Senior Dinner
6 to 9 pm, Ridge Cafeteria
Look for baby pictures of your
child and their friends to be
used for the video.

TBD

Ice Cream Party
A SCOP Team sponsored event
immediately following
commencement practice.

TBD

Graduation Practices
Mandatory attendance required.

26

Ridge Graduation
6:30 pm, Lee Field

26

Senior Bash
Fun Plex, East Hanover, NJ
Details to follow.

SCHOOL CONNECTION
DATES TO
REMEMBER
February
18-20

Winter Break

March
1-2
4

5-7
6
9

14
21
28
29

Legally Blonde, The Musical
7 pm, PAC
BOE Meeting, 7 pm, PAC
HSPA Testing

Senior Breakfast (mandatory)
9:15 am, Cafeteria
SAT Testing

Ridge Band Concert,
7 pm, PAC

Junior Class Ridge Factor
7 pm, PAC

BOE Meeting, 7 pm, PAC

Good Friday, School Closed

April
8

BOE Meeting, 7 pm, WAMS

15

End of Marking Period 3

9-15
18

22-25
29

Quarterly Assessments
Mr. Ridge, 7 pm, PAC
Spring Break

BOE Meeting, 7 pm, WAMS

May
3
4

6-17
10
17
21
23

21-22
27
29
30

Junior Prom
Bridgewater Marriott
SAT Testing
AP Testing

Dance Showcase, 7 pm, PAC
Senior Prom

Jazz Band Concert, 7 pm, PAC
Cabaret

EOC Biology Exam

Memorial Day, School Closed
NHS Induction Ceremony
Band Concert, 7 pm, PAC

Board of Education
Highlights
The following are highlights of the recent
Bernards Township Board of Education
meetings. For a complete summary of
each Board of Education meeting, go to:
www.bernardsboe.com/BernardsBOE/
Board_Meeting_Summaries.aspx

December 17 Meeting
At the December 17, 2012 Board of Education meeting, Student Representative,
Joe Timko, shared an update on current
fundraising projects for Belmar School
District and “Save Our Shore.” The Adult
School report was given by Director
Charlene Peterson. 300 residents participated in the first semester and there is a
plan to add additional courses. The Board
Attorney conducted a presentation on
bullying. The school calendar policy was
revised to allow calendar changes in
emergency situations. Members of Parents
of Exceptional Children (PEC) presented
the Board of Education with a check for
$20,000 for the purchase of a new van.
Mr. Ciempola was reassigned as Assistant
Principal of Mt. Prospect School.
January 7 Meeting
The January 7, 2013 Board of Education
meeting included the swearing in of newly
re-elected Board of Education members
Bev Cwerner, Robin Mc Keon and Audrey
Sherwyn. Susan McGowan was chosen as
Board President and Audrey Sherwyn was
chosen as Vice President of the Board. Lisa
Gorad, Board Counsel, discussed refunding of district bonds. Brian Heineman was
appointed Assistant Principal of William
Annin Middle School.
January 28 Meeting
At the January 28, 2013 Board of Education meeting, Matthew Hall was named as
K-12 Supervisor for Science and Technology. Plans to distribute a calendar survey
were discussed, and the deadline to submit
the survey was February 5.
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Reaching Out to
Help Belmar

The Ridge High School Student Government put together a multi-tiered project for
the victims of Hurricane Sandy. A supply
drive was held at the high school for two
weeks in December. There was an overwhelming response from the community
and a truckload of Christmas presents,
gift cards, and useful items was donated
directly to the Belmar School District. In
total, the donations were close to $3,000 in
gift cards and Belmar Elementary was also
presented with a check for $1,000 which
was fundraised by a Volleyball Tournament
that took place on December 21, 2012.
Mr. Irwin, a Ridge High School parent,
graciously delivered the items to Belmar
in mid-December. In addition, through the
sale of “Jersey Strong” Bracelets, we were
able to give the Union Beach Fire Department a check for $1,500. Finally, the senior
class collected a great deal of coats and
other clothing that was donated to those
who lost everything in the storm.

hspa test
dates

Mark your calendars!
Juniors will take the state mandated
HSPA exam on March 5, 6, and 7.
Please make every effort to have your
Junior in school on these dates. There
will be a delayed opening with a start
time of 10:15 am for all other students.
Seniors MUST report on March 6 at
9:15 am for the Senior Breakfast.

News and Notes from the Ridge Counseling Department
AP Students
On January 14, all AP students received
a hard copy of the Bulletin for AP
Students and Parents during the school
day. On exam day, all exam-takers sign
their answer sheets, indicating that they
understand and agree to the policies and
procedures in the Bulletin.
The online system for
AP registration will be
available January 28
through March 4.
No late registrations
can be accepted. Registration information and directions were mailed home in
January, but can also be found on the
Counseling Department website (Click the
“Advanced Placement” tab).
Seniors, Class of 2013
The Counseling Department will automatically send midyear grades to any
college to which you have applied. No
additional requests are required, and we
need no additional forms. Because of the
extension of Marking Period 2 following
the hurricane, these midyear reports will
go out the week of February 11.
2013-14 Registration
Upperclassmen Registration
for 2013-14
Students and parents can now access
and review the Program of Studies on the
Ridge High School Counseling Department website (Click the “Grades 10-12
Academic Planning/Scheduling” tab).
Students in each grade level will
meet with counselors on Wednesday,
February 6 to review the important
Program of Studies changes and specific
information pertaining to their grade.
In consultation with their parents,
students should complete the Course
Selection Sheet and pencil in course
requests and alternatives for electives
for the 2013-2014 school year. Students

should bring completed Course Selection
Sheets to their student/counselor scheduling appointment.
Students should check the bulletin
board outside the cafeteria for their
scheduled appointment time with their
counselor (they will receive a pass the
day before the appointment).
• Current 9th graders will be scheduled
on February 14, 25 and 27.
• Current 10th graders will be scheduled
March 1, 4 and 11.
• Current 11th graders will be scheduled
March 12, 20 and 21.
Course requests and alternate electives
will become visible in HAC during March.
Students have until the end of the school
day (2:30 pm) on April 5 to change
course requests. After this date, there
will be no course changes allowed for
the 2013-2014 school year. Permission
to change elective courses will only
be granted by the administration as
a result of scheduling conflicts. Level
changes will continue to be made as
described in the Program of Studies.
Students wishing to alter their course
selections should email their counselor
by this date/time.
Junior Conferences
Junior Conferences start in mid-February
and run through the month of April.
Letters indicating the date and time of
your individual counselor/junior student/
parent meeting were mailed home prior in
January. Should you not be able to attend,
your child will still meet with the high
school counselor at the appointed time.
Unfortunately, due to time constraints, we
are unable to reschedule appointments.
Prior to the Junior Conference
Students should complete the “Primary
List of Colleges” worksheet and bring
it to the appointment. This form was
mailed home with the conference notification letter (additional copies can be downloaded from the Counseling website).
Students should log into their Naviance
account and complete the “Colleges I’m
Thinking About” section.
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Dates to Remember
March 2013
• Course Registration for 2013-2014
Continues
• Counselors will be at WAMS from
March 5 through March 8 for scheduling
conferences with the 8th graders.
April 2013
• Course Request Changes
Students have until the end of the school
day (2:30 pm) on April 5 to change
course requests (see left).
Sophomore Career Module
Counselors will meet with sophomores on
April 17 and 18 in the computer labs for a
career presentation. Sophomores will then
access their personal Naviance account
and take a “Career Interest Inventory” to
help them identify their potential fields
of interest.
General Reminders
Counseling Department
Website
For the most up-to-date news and
information, please remember that the
RHS Counseling website is constantly
being updated: http://www.bernardsboe.
com/Guidance/default.aspx
Scholarships and
Special Programs
All scholarships and
special programs
received by the
Counseling Office are
posted on Naviance.
While many are geared
toward juniors and
seniors, there are a
number that any student, grades 9 through
12, can apply for. Log in, click “Colleges,”
then “Scholarship List” to see the current
offerings. Check back often, as we post
new opportunities as soon as we receive
them.

Choosing an
Honors or an
AP Course
If your student is contemplating signing
up for honors and/or AP courses, please
consider the following information:
According to the Ridge Counseling
Department, several sources of input
should be used to make the decision to
take honors/AP courses:
1. Previous grades in the subject.
Did the student maintain an A or A-?
Was the work “easy”?

2. The current teacher of the subject is
an excellent judge as to whether a student
can handle a more intense workload.

3. The counselor is a consistent person in
your child’s life for all four years of high
school and should know him/her fairly
well after freshman year.
4. As the parent, you know your child. Is
he/she already stressed? Is he/she bored?
5. The student obviously has input, but
has to be honest in judging whether
he/she is willing to put in the effort.

6. How many extracurricular activities
does your student participate in? Honors/
AP = Time. A student can’t take shortcuts
in these classes; they have to put in the
time and effort.
7. What are your child’s post-secondary
plans? If your child wants a top tier
college, AP courses are a necessity.
8. What additional benefits will your
student have in college if they do take
numerous AP courses in high school?
For instance, some students can enter
as a second semester freshman because
all of the AP work counted as college
credit. This translates to savings for
parents on a budget!

For further scheduling information,
please refer to the Program of Studies,
available online on the counseling
website: http://www.bernardsboe.com/
Guidance/CMFiles/Docs/Program%20
of%20Studies%202013-14.pdf

William Annin Middle School PTO
Spring Luncheon
LUNCH

&

LAUGH
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NEW, LARGER VENUE!

Dolce Basking Ridge
Friday, April 5, 2013
10 am to 2 pm, Lunch at Noon
For more information and invitation
form, go to www.wamspto.com

Character and Nontraditional Achievements
Can Earn a Graduating Ridge Senior $8,500
Think it takes a 4.5 GPA and 2400 SATs
to receive a scholarship? Think again.
The 2013 Ridge Alumni Memorial
Scholarship is looking for graduating
seniors who have demonstrated “character,
determination, and nontraditional achievements” during their tenure at RHS. This
year’s award is $8,500.
The award recipient may use the funds
for virtually any educational, vocational
or personal growth expenses — meaning
tuition, a gap year, a car to get to work,
studio time, or something a graduating
senior needs that Ridge AMS organizers
haven’t yet thought of.
Last year, Ridge AMS awarded its
largest grant to date, $7,500, to Yodalio
“Yo” Cabaleiro (RHS ’12). Thanks to the
generosity of alumni and other donors,
this year’s award is even larger.

“With Ridge High students and their
families facing storm challenges, on top
of a difficult economy, the Ridge AMS
Board of Trustees elected to step up the
award to our largest yet,” according to
Jane Cullinan (RHS ’67), who chairs the
Ridge AMS Board of Trustees. “The
Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship has
already become the largest grant at RHS
Awards Night, other than scholarships to
a specific college or university. We’re
committed to making a meaningful
contribution to a deserving senior’s future.
That’s the purpose of the Ridge Alumni
Memorial Scholarship – honoring the past
by supporting the future.”
Graduating Ridge seniors can
learn more at the Ridge AMS website
(RidgeAMS.googlepages.com), or by
contacting RHS Guidance counselors,
who will collect scholarship applications

Yodalio Cabaleiro, RHS ’12, received the
2012 Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship

for the Ridge AMS selection committee.
The deadline for applications is
February 25, 2013.
Ridge AMS is funded entirely by
donations, and administered in partnership with Bernards Township Education
Foundation. Ridge AMS contributions are
tax-deductible. The Bernards Township
Education Foundation is a not-for-profit
organization focused on program development and process management for public
education, community outreach, and
leadership formation.

News from the Japanese Language Program at Ridge
2013 NJATJ Japanese Language
and Culture Study Award
Every year, the New Jersey Association
of Teachers of Japanese (NJATJ) holds
an award ceremony to recognize students
for their hard work and achievement in
learning Japanese language and culture.
Instructors of Japanese who are members
of the NJATJ are invited to submit the
names of students who have demonstrated
excellence in their studies. This year,
Alina Razak (Senior, AP Japanese) and
Jason Casar (Junior, Pre-Advanced
Japanese Honors) have been
nominated to receive the 2013
NJATJ Japanese Language and
Culture Study Award. We are
very proud of their commitment
to studying Japanese language
and culture and their academic
achievements!

Japanese Nengajou Contest
In honor of the coming New Year,
Japanese classes at Ridge High learned
about the importance of sending nengajou
(New Year’s cards) in Japanese culture.
Students then participated in making their
own original New Year’s cards, and a contest was held in each class to see whose
card was the most artistic, original, or
comical. The winners’ cards will be
entered into the Official 2013 American
Association of Teachers of Japanese
Nengajou Contest to compete on a national
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level. Thank you to all of the students of
the Japanese Program for participating!
Winners of Ridge High School’s Nengajou
Competition (left to right, image below):
Intermediate Japanese I
William Wei Wen;
Intermediate Japanese II
Christine Sheng;
Pre-Advanced Japanese
Karn Dalal
AP Japanese
Bridget Emiko Nishimura

ridge recognition
The purpose of Ridge Recognition is to highlight
the accomplishments of RHS students, faculty, and
staff. If you or someone you know is deserving of
praise and recognition, please send us an email at
ridgebridge1@yahoo.com.

Students
Freshman Quentin Hill
was recently recognized by
the National Federation of
State High School Associations for his
“Exemplary Display of Sportsmanship,
Ethics and Integrity.” As a member of
the Ridge High Wrestling team, Quentin
wrestled a member of the Vernon Township High School Team with developmental disabilities and limited wrestling
experience. Quentin allowed the other
wrestler to go the full three periods and
won by a score of 12-5. As the Athletic
Director from Vernon High School wrote
in his letter, Quentin “demonstrated a
level of maturity and compassion that few
young men have. . . what you did speaks
to your character. . . Please know that you
represented yourself, your school, your
wrestling program and your parents with
a standard of behavior that exemplifies
the person that you are. . . you provided a
young man who you do not know with an
experience that he may remember for the
rest of his life.” Thank you, Quentin, for
setting such a wonderful example for all
of us to follow.
The New Jersey Science
League is a competitive
science organization
operating within the
state of New Jersey.
Science League consists of a series of four
local competitions which allow students
to demonstrate their ability in science.
Test scores are then sent to the New Jersey
Science League where they are ranked
statewide. The January competition took
place on January 10, 2013 at Ridge High
School. Chemistry I took first place honors
and was represented by Kevin Wu, Renee
Hastings, Elaine Lou, Alison Shim and
Jessica Wu. Physics I took first place honors and was represented by Jeffrey Zhao,
Cathy Chen, Kevin Liu and Jenny Luo.
Biology I also took first place honors and
was represented by Srinivas Mandyam,

Will Wen, Timothy Tang and Jordan
Lee. Chemistry II took first place honors
and was represented by Jeffrey Cai, Ian
Peczak, Kevin McCoy and Andy Zhang.
Biology II also took first place honors and
was represented by David Mazumder,
Karn Dalal, Jonah Lee and Preeti Gondi.
Physics C took second place honors
and was represented by Adit Namdev,
Aneesh Vaidga, Jared Shimoun and
Liam McEneaney.
With more than 400 students auditioning,
Ridge High School had nineteen accepted
into the 2013 Region II Mixed or Women’s
Choir. Accepted into the Mixed Choir
were Jonathan Chang, Luke Chiafullo,
Angie Cocuzza, Samantha Cordasco,
Sophie Dewil, Sara DiDiego, Claire
Fiocco, Catherine
Kelly, Philip Ling,
Caroline McKenna,
Ashley Son, Alex
Ursino, Emily
Vaias and Alexander
Wilke. Sara DiDiego and Alex Wilke
scored third in their section. Accepted
into the Women’s Choir were Katherine
Corrigan, Christina Gambino, Savitha
Krishnan, Evelyne Labelle and Sarah
Venetianer. The Region II Chorus
rehearsed in January and performed a
concert on January 27. The Mixed Choir
was conducted by Nick McBride of
Westminster Choir College and the
Women’s Choir was conducted by Ridge
graduate, Class of 1992, Patrick Hachey.
Patrick currently serves as an Associate
Choral Director at Roxbury High School.
Ridge High School’s Choral program is
led by director Barbara Retzko.
Please join in congratulating the following
Orchestra members who were accepted
into the 2012-2013 Region II Orchestra:
sophomores Yunhee Kang – Violin I; Sam
Huang – Violin I; Elaine Lou – Cellist;
and junior Cathy Chen – Violin II. This is
a tremendous accomplishment. Over 110
violins, 46 violas, and 60 cellos auditioned
from the entire Central Jersey area. The
Ridge High School Orchestra is led by
director Jennifer Curran.
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Senior, Shefali Ingale, is a Girl Scout
Ambassador from Troop 326. Shefali
passed her final interview and presentation
on November 26, 2012 for her Girl Scout
Gold Award. The Girl Gold Award is the
highest award a girl can earn in Girl
Scouting. A Gold Award project must have
an on-going impact with over 180 hours
of community service.
Her Gold Award project
was creating awareness
about fire and burn safety. She created a website
and held seminars about
fire safety. Shefali’s presentation, called
“Fire Is...,” is used by the township’s
middle school to impart knowledge in a
fun and educational way. She has been
a Girl Scout since 2003.
Births
Language Arts Supervisor, Dave
Hunscher and his wife, Meg, welcomed a
beautiful baby girl, Ella Lena Hunscher on
December 28, 2012 weighing 8 lbs. 9.4 oz.
and measuring 20 inches long.
Lee Tomaro, Special Education teacher,
became a grandma on January 28, 2013!
Her granddaughter, Kaylee Sydlowski,
entered this world weighing 8 lbs. 12 oz.
and measuring 23 inches long.
Weddings
Language Arts teacher, Noreen
Greenberg, married Robert Deutsch on
December 15, 2012. The happy couple
honeymooned in the City of Love,
Paris, France over the winter break.
Lauren Kohut, math teacher, ended
2012 in style by marrying Andrew Tan on
December 31, 2012. They are planning
a honeymoon trip this summer.
Foreign Language teacher, Micheline
vonDoehren, was married
to John Square on
January 25, 2013.
They are also planning a honeymoon
for this summer.

RIDGE CLUBS & ACTIVITIES
Coming Soon to the Ridge PAC...

L E G A L LY B L O N D E
The Musical

When
March 1 & 2, 2013 at 7 pm
Where
Ridge Performing Arts Center (PAC)
Tickets
Available at www.ridgepac.com
Adults: $16
Students and Seniors: $12
The Ridge Drama Club is in rehearsals
for the comedy, Legally Blonde, the
Musical. This show is a hilarious version of the well-loved movie. It follows the story of Elle Woods, played
by senior Lauren Dennis, who follows
love, aka Warner (played by senior
Roman Mak) to Harvard Law School
in hopes of winning him back. Along
the way she makes some new
friends and discovers
that no one should
change who they

truly are for someone else. She also
finds a new love – Emmett, played by
senior Alex Wilke. Junior Alexandra
Ursino is playing Brooke Windham
and sophomore Morgan Hernandez
is playing Vivienne. Junior Daria
Buvanova is stage manager and senior
Anne Bonnefoi is assistant directing.
It’s a fast paced song and dance
show with lively music played by the
Ridge Orchestra instructed by Jennifer
Curran. The play is directed by drama
club advisor Megan Kern. Music director: Lyndsey Schaefer; Choreographer:
Rachel Falis; Set Design and Construction: Jason Stewart; Light and Sound
Design: Dave Kern.

Photo above: Alexandra
Ursino and AJ D’Ambrosio
as Brooke Windham and
Professor Callahan
Photo left: “The Delta Nu’s”
First row (left to right):
Alexandra Paladino, Alex
Piro, Samantha Hahn, and
Jillian L’Ardiere
Second row (l to r):
Samantha Cordasco, Caroline
McKenna, Jessica Burchett,
and Hannah Kolarik
Third row (l to r): Jillian
Haggard, Becca Hahn, and
Megan Ackerman

9

A Strong Season
for the Ridge
Fencing Teams

The Ridge fencing team is led by Coach
Slava Danilov and Jacek Huchwajda,
and assistant coach Cassandra Lombardo.
Currently, Ridge is having a terrific season. The team is comprised of fifty-four
veterans, beginners, and nationally ranked
fencers. The team has great encouragement
from their captains, Amy Tong (Epee),
Christina Tobin (Foil), Allison Pine
(Saber & team captain), Matt Yin (team
& Epee captain), Raychie Tang (Foil),
Colin Stayna-Winter (Saber). We began
our season with a victory for boys (15-12)
and girls (14-13) against Hunterdon
Central. Currently our boys’ fencing team
is 7-1 and our girls’ fencing team is 8-2.
We are hoping for a final victory on
January 31 against Pingry.
District Championships
The Ridge fencing team is a District 1
team. At district championships both girls’
and boys’ teams took second place out of
twelve teams. The boys’ and girls’ epee
squad had an outstanding performance
and finished in 1st place. The boys’ epee
squad consists of Matt Yin, Jacob Lee, and
Nick Tackowiak and the girls’ epee squad
members are Amy Tong, Amanda Choy,
and Rita Bianchi. In addition, boys’ and
girls’ foil took second place. Fencing hard
for their second place finish were Christina
Tobin, Emily Saul, and Gauri Badrish from
the girls’ squad, and Raychie Tang, Mark
Simeon, and Bobak Shadpoor from the
boys’ squad. Furthermore, the boys’ sabre
team of Ray Comperiati, Brennan Wu,
Jacob Klein, and Colin Stayner-Winter
took 3rd place. These squads qualified
not only for the Sweet 16 Championships
next week, but also for state squad championships on February 22 (Girls) and 23
(Boys). We also have many individuals
going to states on March 3. Good luck
to Amy Tong, Bobak Shadpoor, Mark
Simoen, Ray Comperiati, and Jake Lee!

save the
date

Band Showcase Concert
March 14, 2013
7 pm
Ridge Performing
Arts Center
Featuring performances by the
Ridge Jazz Band, Concert Band,
and Wind Ensemble with the
WAMS Eighth Grade Band.
Jazz Band Repertoire
Hay Burner
My Funny Valentine
Bugle Call Rag
The Chicken
Concert Band Repertoire
Skyfall
Sgt. Peppers Lonely Hearts
Club Band Medley
Wind Ensemble Repertoire
Clarinet Escapade – featuring
the Clarinet Section
The Wizard of Oz
How to Tame Your Dragon – featuring
the WAMS Eighth Grade Band

Ridge Ski Team Hits the Slopes. . .
The Ridge Ski Team is off to a great start,
despite a lack of snow this season. To date,
the Ridge Racers have participated in 4
races, all held at Mountain Creek, NJ and
Mount Peter, NY. The 44 member team
competes against 19 other NJ high schools,
both public and private, and is coached
by John Fico, John Brum and this year
welcomes Jeff Pedecine to the coaching
staff. The girls’ team includes 7 seniors
who have all performed exceptionally well.
Varsity girls have produced a 1st place,
a 2nd place and two 3rd place finishes.
Captains include Sandy Halbing and Gina
Taylor. JV girls have raced in 2 of the 4
races, with 1st place wins in both races!!
The boys’ team includes 3 seniors who
have all clocked great times so far. Varsity
boys have produced a 1st place, two 2nd
places and one 4th place in their races.
Captains include Thomas McWilliams and
Alex Thompson. JV boys have raced in
2 of the 4 races, with 1st place wins in both
races like the girls! The team has 7 more
races scheduled,
and then state
championships
will begin in late
February.

Top: Senior, Gina Taylor
Center: Senior, Sandy Halbing
Bottom: Senior, Alex Thompson

Great Potential for New Ridge POC Club
There’s a new club in town…
A new club has been formed at Ridge
High, and has had 3 meetings so far, all
on Wednesdays before school in Lecture
Hall A at 7 am. The name of the club is
“POC” and stands for Potential Careers.

Its mission is to help students find their
passion after high school, whether it is a
college major or career. The club is creating a resource library of individuals and
their respective professions and hosting
professional monthly speakers at meetings. Mr. Scott Thompson is the club’s
advisor and the club president is Daniele
Colbertaldo. Co-Founder is Charlie Hill,
CFO is Lucy Aaron and Director of
Operations is Alex Weyrauch. The club
will have a monthly speaker who will
speak to the club about his or her career
journey and share insight and advice.

10

The club’s first speaker addressed the
members at the January 23 meeting and
received a positive response from those in
attendance. Scott Paladini, a RHS alumni
and Colby College grad who worked in
private equity at both Morgan Stanley and
BTG Pactual, spoke about his experience
in business, finance and more recently in
the opening of his store in Bernardsville,
called Hibernate Bedding. There will be
5 more speakers beginning in February
and ending in June. For further information about the club or to find out who
the next monthly speaker will be,
please contact Daniele Colbertaldo at
dcolbertaldo@yahoo.com.

Ridge Competition Cheerleading Team
Performs at NCA Nationals
On January 12 and 13, the Ridge High
School Competition Cheerleading team
performed at the National Cheerleading
Association (NCA) Nationals in Dallas,
Texas. The team, coached by Michael
Drulis, placed 17th in the Medium Intermediate High School division.
Team members who participated in
Nationals include seniors Marissa
Dean, Mackenzie Marcus and
Allie Raia; juniors Jackie Forman,
Madison Hogan, Michele Lakos
and Kaeleigh Milito; sophomores
Alana Carolan and Julia Powers;

and freshmen Sofia Camara, Jenn
Dunsheath, Taylor Hackett, Ava Hagerman,
Katie Krecicki, Jessica Lis, Julia Mueller
and Sam Nardi. Representing Ridge High
School by performing at NCA Nationals
was a great experience for the team!

varsity
athletes
of the month
Be Sure to Check Out the
Booster Club Display in the Lobby!

December
Boys Basketball – Kevin Doolan

Girls Basketball – Samantha Mahon
Cheerleading – Corinna Catalano
Boys Fencing – Matt Yin

Girls Fencing – Allison Pine
Ice Hockey – Kyle Leddy

Boys Ski Team – Daniele Colbertado
Girls Ski Team – Sandy Halbing
Boys Swimming – Terrill Jones

Girls Swimming – Evelyn Bigini

Boys Winter Track – Jimmy Heiner
Girls Winter Track – Shaye McCoy

Are You Faster Than a Ridge Runner?
Come out and join the running community
of the Basking Ridge area in racing with
some of the top high school runners
in Somerset County!
Ridge Runners 5K Race
The 5K race/1 mile walk/kids
races will be held March 24,
12:00 pm at Mountain Park,
Martinsville Rd. & Mountain Rd.,
Basking Ridge, NJ. The USATF certified
5K course is a flat looped trail through the
park. Water stations and professional race
timing will be provided, with splits given
at the 1 and 2 mile marks.
The event is to benefit the Ridge High
School Cross Country and Track & Field
teams and is sponsored by the Ridge

Runners Booster Club. We are raising
funds for needed equipment, including
ellipticals, weights, and storage.
Anyone interested in being a
sponsor for the event and
having your company logo
or name printed on the event
T-shirt can contact us at the
email address below.
Race registration fee is $20 and
must be received by March 15 to receive
a long sleeve T-shirt and entry into our
door prize giveaway. Awards will be given
by age group. The registration form can
be obtained at www.njridgerunners.com.
Late and race day registration fee is $25.
Email your questions to
njridgerunners@gmail.com.
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Wrestling – Ted Caruso
January

Boys Basketball – Eric Klacik

Girls Basketball – Katelyn Neillands
Cheerleading – Kitt Howard

Boys Fencing – Bobak Shadpoor
Girls Fencing – Amy Tong

Ice Hockey – Joe Mandala

Boys Swimming – Liam McEneaney
Girls Swimming – Tessa Lechleider
Boys Winter Track – Mitch Lawson
Girls Winter Track – Sarah Spring
Wrestling – Kolton Nelder

Ridge Dance Showcase Benefits Sandy Relief Efforts
The Ridge Dance Department recently
presented their Winter Dance Showcase
2013 with an amazing turn-out! This
showcase was a benefit concert for
Hurricane Sandy; a portion of the proceeds
was donated to relief efforts. Dances from
the in-school dance classes, as well
as the after school dance programs were
presented. Students in all levels performed
faculty work, in addition to their own
choreographed dances. Students who
participated in the Ridge Dance Master
Class Series performed numbers taught
by guest artists. This year the guest artists
were Monique Smith and Gerry McIntyre.
Both are dancers/teachers/choreographers
with Broadway and regional theater
credits. The students truly enjoyed learning from these talented master teachers!
The Ridge Dance Collective also
participated in the showcase. This is a
modern-dance based group that is

comprised of students from William Annin
Middle School and Ridge High School.
Students in this after school program collaboratively choreograph their own dances
under the direction of Ms. Falis. Ridge
Dance Collective presented two dances for
the showcase, one of which was dedicated
to the victims of Hurricane Sandy.
The Ridge Dance Team performed one
of their dances taught by hip hop dancer
and teacher Jude Cassion earlier in the

year. They also learned dances choreographed by Dylan Smith and Tricia Olds,
both dancers/teachers from the New York
City area. Learning from professionals in
the dance field is both an honor and a challenge that team members welcome. Ridge
Dance Team is an audition-only group that
competes in the styles of hip hop and jazz
dance. They will compete at the end of
February at the Starbound National Talent
Competition, being held in Bridgewater.
Their other two competitions will be in
March and April.
Finally, it has been a busy year for the
dancers thus far, but they hope to see you
at the Spring Dance Showcase 2013 on
May 10th, for their final performance of
the year. Spring Dance Master Classes
will be announced via the District Friday
Folder very soon!

Photos are from the 2013 Winter Dance
Showcase held on January 7 in the Ridge
Performing Arts Center. A portion of the
proceeds was donated to Hurricane Sandy
relief efforts.
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