From the desk of
the Principal
Greetings Students and Families of RHS!
Leaving school on March 13th, many of us would not
have been able to predict what was about to occur in
the weeks ahead and how quickly our lives would be
changing. As the days passed, we all realized that the
social connections and relationships that we had built
within the walls of Ridge High School were equally as
important as the academic programs offered. Our seniors were impacted the
most by this global pandemic, and their vision of what the last half of their senior year would be changed rapidly.

Editors: Prachi Jain
and Aditi Tandon
Submissions may be made via email to
ridgebridge01@gmail.com

RidgePTO.com

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
PTO Initiatives ........................... 2
PTO Executive Board................ 2
Scholarships & PTO Awards .......... 3
Ridge Seniors..........................4-17
Where are they headed?................18

Dear Ridge Students,

The Class of 2020 has shown us that, when faced with difficult circumstances,
they are able to rise above the challenges with grace. They found new ways to
come together through Zoom meetings, Tik Tok challenges and social distancing parties. Those devices that we often wished they would put down, were
now their only source of connection with the outside world and community.
As the weeks have passed, this group has shown an increasing awareness
of the need to come together for the good of others. Many of our soon to be
graduates were the masterminds behind projects to give back to others in their
community. Food donations, making special masks and shields for first responders, and reaching out to the young and old to offer their support were just
a few ways this group has come together.
While the pandemic may have imparted many restrictions on us all, the Class
of 2020 did NOT allow it to restrict them!!! Their resilience and adaptability
should be commended and envied by those of us who have had the pleasure
of watching them rise. I am honored to be one of those fortunate people.
To the Class of 2020, continue to persevere during difficult times filled with
uncertainty. Stand behind what you believe is right, and make choices that not
only benefit you but others around you. We are counting on you!

This issue is dedicated to the
graduating class of 2020!
Go RHS Seniors!
Turn the pages and cheer them on!
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PTO Initiatives & Executive Board
Ridge PTO needs YOU
Have you ever wanted to become more in the know about what is happening at Ridge High School? Do you miss volunteering or being involved at your child’s school? Do you have great ideas for speakers that you think would be valuable
for high school parents to hear from? If you said “Yes!” to any or all of these questions, then you would be a perfect fit for
the Ridge PTO Board.
VP of Programs – One Opening
Primary Responsibilities include:
- Booking a speaker for a public evening event in the Fall and the Spring
- Attending 1x monthly evening PTO Board meetings
- Organizing the End of the Year Volunteer Breakfast at a local restaurant
- Bonus* Opportunity to attend 1x monthly morning PAC meetings with the new principal
If interested in this position, please contact Alicia Martine aliciamartine@hotmail.com for details.
Please click here for a list of the committees which need volunteers and chairs for the upcoming school year. Your assistance in filling these positions, by June 30th, 2020, is greatly appreciated!
RIDGE PTO would like to welcome Danielle Abrutyn as VP of Volunteers and Lisa McNey as Secretary for the upcoming
school year.

2019-2020 Ridge PTO Executive Board

*WE APPRECIATE YOU*
On behalf of all RHS families, the PTO
sent $20 gift cards to all the Ridge High
School Teachers and Staff, letting them
know how much they’re appreciated.
We wanted to share with you what was
written.
“This was not the Teacher Appreciation
Week or Year End we had expected.
But we couldn’t let more time go by
without letting you know how much we
appreciate you and all you are doing,
especially, during these unprecedented
times. We wish you continued success
for the remainder of the school year
and a healthy and restful summer. We
hope you enjoy this Amazon Gift Card “
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Scholarships and PTO Awards
Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship Awards
RHS Seniors receive Two
$20,000 Grants In An
Unprecedented Decision
Ridge High seniors Laila Boyd and
Nick Stoto will each receive the 2020
Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship
(Ridge AMS), two $20,000 awards that
recognize character and determination. These are the organization’s largest scholarships in its 14-year history,
and a unique double grant inspired by
2020s uniquely challenging environment.
“Our 2020 candidates were exceptional. Laila’s and Nick’s applications so
moved our Board that every member

contributed in order to fund this unprecedented double grant,” according to
Jane Cullinan, a founding Trustee, and
member of the Ridge AMS selection
committee. “COVID-19’s economic impact has hit Ridge AMS funds hard, as
it has many Americans’. At a time when
we might be tightening our organization’s belt, our Board members chose
to open their wallets.”
When notified about winning the Ridge
AMS award, Laila said, “I jumped up
and ran to tell my mom the news. (This
award) encouraged me to work hard for
everyone who believed in me and most
importantly, for my mom. For some
people, $20k may not seem like much,
but for us, it is life-changing!”
Nick reported this reaction: “I immediately ran upstairs to tell my parents
who were sleeping, as it was midnight.
I was absolutely ecstatic and so were
my parents so we jumped for joy in a
dark bedroom until my dad’s sleep apnea machine almost fell off.”
The Ridge AMS grant is unusual in
recognizing applicants’ non-traditional achievements, rather than grades
or test scores. Winners may use the
award for any personal growth opportunity. In recent years, the Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship has been the
largest grant presented at the RHS
Awards Night, other than scholarships
to specific colleges or universities.

Laila Boyd

Cullinan said, “Ridge High and the
Basking Ridge community can be
proud of Laila and Nick, and all this
year’s candidates. It’s an honor to
learn about and support these seniors,
who have demonstrated character and
courage in the face of challenges.”

Nick Stoto
Organizers donate all expenses associated with Ridge AMS. This allows all
contributions to go directly to student
awards. Ridge AMS contributions are
tax-deductible. For more information
on the Ridge Alumni Memorial Scholarship, visit the scholarship’s website:
RidgeAMS.org

PTO AWARDS

PTO Award

Recipient

21st Century Business Award

Angela Pan

English Language Arts Award

Meghan Mangini

Mathematics Award

Sreekar Madabushi

Science Award

Meghan Jin

Social Studies Award

Matthew Freedberg

World Language Award

Austin Segal

Michael Pennella Award

Rohan Kapur

Watch the Ridge High
School Virtual Awards presentation here.

The Ridge PTO would like to thank Normandy Studio, Inc. for allowing us to use the senior pictures.
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Thank you Dr. Suess for inspiring us with your words!

Watch out for our next edition

FALL 2020

Send your event pictures and write-ups to
RidgeBridge01@gmail.com
Disclaimer: We have tried our best to make sure all seniors are included. If we do not
have your picture in this newsletter and you would like to be included, please send us
an email.

